	MID-DAKOTA RURAL WATER SYSTEM, INC.

Miller, South Dakota

Rules and Regulations 


	
	OPERATIONS AND PROCEDURES

Policy Bulletin  (PB) Series: 300

Bulletin No. : 12




PB 312

FIRE PROTECTION:

PURPOSE

This policy bulletin establishes procedures and protocols for the use of the Corporation’s water for the purpose of fighting fire.  
TERMS OF POLICY
A.
General.

1. The Corporation’s system is not designed to provide fire protection, either in terms of providing hydrants at locations which might be desirable or in terms of providing for flow rates which may be necessary or desirable for the purpose of fighting fire.  Nevertheless, the Corporation recognizes that its facilities and water may be beneficial for protecting the lives and property of its membership and surrounding communities, and therefore use of the Corporation’s facilities and water for fire protection will be allowed under the terms and conditions established in this policy bulletin.

B.
Fire Protection in Rural Areas
1.
The Corporation will choose the location for and number of hydrants, blow-offs or other facilities (Facilities) to be used by qualified persons for fire prevention and fire control.  Fire departments may be granted permission to use water from Corporation hydrants, blow-offs and clean-outs for fire fighting.  If the Corporation installs additional hydrants, blow-offs or clean-outs for the purposes of fire fighting, the cost of said additional facilities shall be the responsibility of the requesting agency.
2.
All Facilities will be installed, maintained and operated by the Corporation and its employees or other persons deemed qualified by the Corporation.  Where feasible, those Facilities may be equipped with a locking device operable by the Corporation and qualified fire departments.

3. 
The Corporation will not charge for water used directly for fire fighting activities.

4. 
Water shall be withdrawn under gravity-flow conditions only.  A suction-type pumper truck shall not be permitted to withdraw water from the Corporation’s pipelines.  All hoses used to draw water shall be equipped with an anti-siphon end fitting.

5.  Before a fire department will be granted permission to use water from the Corporation’s system, that fire department must have on file with the Corporation a Comprehensive Indemnity Agreement in the form required by the Corporation, duly authorized and executed, indemnifying the Corporation from any loss or damage sustained as a result of permitting that fire department to use the Corporation’s Facilities for such purposes.

C.
Fire Protection in Municipalities
1.  Any municipality requesting the use of the Corporation’s facilities and water for fire fighting must file a written request with the Board of Directors, which request will be determined by the Board in its sole and exclusive discretion.

2.
If it is necessary to oversize pipe or other facilities to provide water for fire fighting purposes, as requested by a municipality, the cost of such over sizing or additional facilities shall be the responsibility of the requesting municipaltity.   
3.
The Corporation will not charge for water used directly for fire fighting activities.

4.
Water shall be withdrawn under gravity-flow conditions only.  A suction-type pumper truck shall not be permitted to withdraw water from the Corporation’s pipelines.  All hoses used to draw water shall be equipped with an anti-siphon end fitting.

5.
The municipality shall be responsible for the purchase of hydrants and for maintenance and replacement of those hydrants.

6.
Flow rates are subject to the approval of the Board of Directors in its sole and exclusive discretion.

7.
Before a municipality will be granted permission to use water from the Corporation’s system for fire protection, that Municipality must have on file with the Corporation a Comprehensive Indemnity Agreement in the form required by the Corporation, duly authorized and executed, indemnifying the Corporation from any loss or damage sustained as a result of permitting that Municipality to use the Corporation’s Facilities for such purposes.
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